


 2

Table of Contents
WISCONSIN LUTHERAN STATE TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE 2018

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE .........................................................................................................................3
RUBRIC FOR PARTICIPATION, WELS TEACHING STANDARDS, THE REGISTRY ..................................4
MAP AND PARKING ..................................................................................................................................5
SPIRITUAL GROWTH KEYNOTE ADDRESS ..............................................................................................6
THURSDAY DOUBLE AB SECTIONALS .....................................................................................................7
THURSDAY SINGLE A AND B SECTIONALS ............................................................................................9
THURSDAY SINGLE A SECTIONALS  .................................................................................................... 22
THURSDAY SINGLE B SECTIONAL ........................................................................................................ 23
SPECIAL FRIDAY PROFESSIONAL GROWTH PRESENTATION............................................................24
WLSTC EXECUTIVE AND PROGRAM COMMITTEE ELECTIONS ......................................................... 26

Cover Images: Luther’s Catechism © 2017 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission of NPH.

All registrations must be completed online at wlstc.org
Registration runs September 6 to October 17

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: OCTOBER 17

2018 NOTES
1. Additional information is provided to assist you in choosing Thursday sectionals:

• WELS Teaching Standards (see page 4)
• Audience Participation Level (see page 4) 
• Applicable grade Levels 
• Categories (as assigned by the presenters)

2. A special Friday schedule features educational speakers Harry and Rosemary Wong! 

3. Vote online for WLSTC Committee members (see page 26 for candidates and bios).

4. During registration, you may choose to purchase lunch served at WLHS on Thursday. This year the menu is a beef 
or veggie burger with toppings, baked beans, pasta salad, chips and dessert. 

5. There is an opportunity for early childhood educators to participate in The Registry (see page 4).

http://wlstc.org
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Conference Schedule
WISCONSIN LUTHERAN STATE TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE 2018

OCTOBER 25-26, 2018
 

WISCONSIN LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL 
330 N. GLENVIEW AVE. 
MILWAUKEE, WI  53213

THURSDAY, OCT. 25

7:00 AM Registration Begins; 
Displays Open

8:30 AM Opening Worship

9:45 AM Reports & Announcements

10:15 AM
Spiritual Growth Keynote:  
Pastor David Wenzel, 
A Promise in Their Pockets

11:30 AM Lunch

1:00 PM Devotion

1:30-2:30 PM Single A Sectionals

2:45-3:45 PM Single B Sectionals

1:30-3:45 PM Double AB Sectionals

4:30 PM Displays Close

FRIDAY, OCT. 26

7:30 AM Displays Open

8:15 AM Opening Devotion &  
Announcements

9:00 AM Professional Growth Keynote: 
Harry and Rosemary Wong

1:00-1:15 PM Closing Devotion

SPECIAL SCHEDULE
There are no Friday sectionals this year. 
A special Friday schedule will feature  

educational speakers Harry and Rosemary Wong. 
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For the sixth year, WLSTC will be offering certificates from The Registry for early childhood educators. The 
Registry is Wisconsin’s recognition system for the child care and education profession. It acknowledges 
and highlights the training, experience, and professionalism that are vital for quality care and education. 
Members of the conference who make use of The Registry can receive documentation through certificates 
verifying their attendance at the conference keynotes and sectionals that they attend. Please note that 
receiving documentation through The Registry is pending their approval. The Registry is an excellent 
resource for storing the documentation as well as receiving professional development that has been 
approved by The Registry.

Those conference members who would like to receive credit for WLSTC through The Registry should check 
the box during online registration. This will add $8 to your registration to cover the work necessary to 
register WLSTC and its sectionals for credit for each individual as well as personalizing and providing the 
certificates. Questions can be directed to WLSTC Secretary Phil Krueger: pkrueger@wi.rr.com.

In order to receive credit through The Registry: 

1. Check The Registry box during WLSTC registration and pay the $8 fee. 
2. A WLSTC representative will request approval for each individual attendee’s specific sectional 

choices, then personalize a certificate and e-mail it to each individual following the conference.
3. Each individual must send the certificate to The Registry to apply it to the individual’s account.  

Low Participation: 0-30% Interactive. Presentation is primarily speaker led with limited breakout discussion 
and/or active participation.

Moderate Participation: 30-60% Interactive. Presentation is balanced between speaker and group 
discussion with several opportunities for breakout discussion and/or active participation.

High Participation: 60-100% Interactive. Presenter serves as facilitator; the majority of time is spent in 
breakout discussion and/or active participation.

I tems to Consider
RUBRIC FOR AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

WELS TEACHING STANDARDS

THE REGISTRY

Click on the above link or search online for the WELS Teaching Standards.

mailto:pkrueger@wi.rr.com  
http://. 
https://mlc-wels.edu/nti/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2016/01/WELS-Teaching-Standards.pdf
http://The Registry
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Map to WLHS

WISCONSIN LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL 
330 N. GLENVIEW AVE., MILWAUKEE, WI 53213

PARKING 
As in the past, all two-hour parking restrictions will be lifted on Glenview (84th) and Honey Creek Parkway. 
In nearby subdivisions pay attention to any posted no-parking signs. You may park in the Pick ‘n’ Save lot 
along the south fence (facing the school). 

KRIS SNYDER, CONFERENCE COORDINATOR
kris.snyder@wels.net • 414-527-6854
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Spiritual Growth Keynote Address
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25

One of our highest goals as Christian educators is that our 

students grow in their knowledge of God’s Word and faith 

in Jesus. God’s Word works. That is God’s promise, and 

we see evidence of that every day. But our knowledge 

of our students is often limited to eight hours a day. How 

confident are we that our students take their faith home 

with them? Do their parents see the same growth that we 

do? What about parents who aren’t really interested in the 

Christian education that our schools provide, but rather 

are focused on a good private school education? Jesus is 

in our classrooms, but how do we make sure that Jesus is also in our students’ homes? As 

always, we will find comfort and encouragement in the words of Jesus.

Pastor David Wenzel grew up in Menasha, attended Bethel Lutheran Church and 

School, and graduated from Fox Valley Lutheran High School in 1978. Through the 

encouragement of his parents, pastor, and teachers at FVL, he attended Northwestern 

College (1982) and Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (1986). He was assigned as a tutor 

at Martin Luther Preparatory School in Prairie du Chien, where he taught world history 

and supervised the boys’ dormitory. He has also served as a pastor at St. Paul’s,  

St. James, Minnesota, and has served for 27 years at FVL.

At FVL, Pastor Wenzel has taught Old Testament, New Testament, Life of Christ, Romans, 

and Ephesians. He is also the head of the religion department and coaches girls’ 

basketball. In 1992 he married Debbie Bode. God has richly blessed them with four 

children: Megan (Gabe) Wildeman, Collin (Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary), Erin (Martin 

Luther College), and Eric (US Marine Corps). 

A PROMISE IN THEIR POCKETS
PASTOR DAVID WENZEL
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Thursday Double AB Sectionals
1:30–3:45 PM

AB01 . Helping Children Build Emotional Literacy 
Becki Wagner

Young children have very powerful emotions. As teachers, we need to 
give children tools for dealing with these emotions before behavioral 
issues arise. Emotional literacy is giving names to feelings and learning 
how to handle those feelings when they arise. This sectional will give 
suggestions for helping children deal with strong emotions and look at 
ways to incorporate emotional literacy into daily classroom exchanges 
and lessons.

Becki Wagner is the director of Redeemer Learning Center, Tomahawk, 
where she serves many children who have dealt with Adverse Childhood 
Experiences (ACEs). Through training in the Pyramid model, Becki became 
interested in emotional literacy and helping children to better express 
themselves and deal with their emotions. She is working with the students 
and teachers in her center to improve emotional literacy.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 3, 5
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to early childhood
Category: Early Childhood

AB02 ..Fidgeting, Frustrated, Flipped Out . . . What Could This Mean? 
Lois McKenney

Do you have a student who is easily distracted, doesn’t sit still, or has 
meltdowns? A student who is inflexible or noncompliant? One who has 
undiagnosed learning or behavior problems? Your student may be dealing 
with Sensory Processing Disorder (SPD), a neurological condition in which 
the brain has difficulty receiving and responding to sensory information. 
This sectional will give information about this disorder and provide 
strategies to help teachers and parents assist their students with SPD in the 
classroom and at home.

Lois McKenney is the special education coordinator at St. Paul, Lake 
Mills. She graduated from DMLC and then received her master’s degree 
in special education from UW-Whitewater. She has worked with many 
families of children with SPD and has seen the amazing results of SPD 
interventions in the classroom.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 3
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to all grade levels
Categories: General, Early Childhood, Exceptional Education
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Thursday Double AB Sectionals
1:30–3:45 PM

AB03 . When Readers Struggle 
Kim Gartner and Sally Davis

Early readers struggle with literacy for a variety of 
reasons. This sectional will help teachers recognize 
some of those reasons and provide understanding 
that will guide teacher decision-making. Ideas for 
instructional practices will be shared.

Kim Gartner has taught for over 25 years in a variety 
of settings including grades K-2. Sally Davis serves as 
a reading interventionist in Fort Atkinson Public Schools. 
Both are graduates of DMLC and have a passion for 
teaching children to read and write.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to grades K-2
Categories: Language Arts, Early Childhood, 
Exceptional Education

AB04 . Teach Like a Pirate 
Tim Kassulke and Matt Nottling 

We would like to share the PIRATE life with you! This 
sectional is based on the book Teach Like a Pirate 
(TLAP) by Dave Burgess. PIRATE is an acronym for 
teacher competencies. Come find out how teaching 
like a pirate can increase engagement of students, 
boost creativity, and transform your teaching. This 
presentation has been given to faculty for professional 
development and brought many great discussions and 
wonderful ways for teachers to connect, encourage, 
and grow at school. 

Tim Kassulke has taught/administered for 33 years. He 
was assigned to Norfolk, Nebraska, and in Wisconsin 
he has served in Waukesha and Watertown. Social 
studies is his passion. Tim constantly looks for ways to 
adjust his interaction for the benefit of the students in his 
classroom; he believes education is a journey, not  
a destination.

Matt Nottling currently serves as eighth-grade 
homeroom teacher and athletic director at St. Mark’s, 
Watertown. He has taught classes from second to 

eighth grade during his time at St. Mark’s. Matt and 
his wife, Erin (Czer), married in 2005. Both graduated 
from MLC in 2006, with Erin receiving an assignment 
to teach Spanish and coach volleyball at Luther Prep 
in Watertown and Matt to teach at St. Mark’s. They 
currently live on the LPS campus with their five children: 
Gabriel (11), Levi (9), Annika (6), Jude (4), and Asher 
(2). Both Matt and Erin have been blessed to continue 
teaching while raising their family.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to all grade levels
Category: General

AB05 . Music and Movement—Growing Every 
Child’s Potential 
Kevin Poston

Music is God’s gift to every child (and teacher too!) 
and is a vital component of believers’ lives of faith and 
worship. For young children, music and movement 
are natural and joyful parts of learning, playing, 
and interacting socially. Rich music and movement 
experiences early in life lay a strong foundation for later 
musical achievement and support every other area of the 
curriculum too! Participants will join in sample activities—
come prepared to move around and enjoy some great 
musical experiences!

Kevin Poston serves as the staff minister of music and 
worship at Atonement, Milwaukee. His experience 
includes teaching music in preschool through high 
school and overseeing music programs at four different 
congregations. He and his wife, Jenny, have five 
children and foster infants and toddlers. He has studied 
early childhood music and movement, general music 
education, and church music.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7
Audience Participation Level: High
Applies to primarily early childhood and early 
elementary, but also students at any level without a 
solid foundation in musical skills
Categories: Music, Early Childhood
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A07 or B07 ... Ministry Development Plans 
Tom Plitzuweit

The WELS Ministry Development Plan (MDP) serves as a formative 
growth tool for WELS teachers. Its function is to assist teachers and 
those supporting them in purposefully focusing on professional growth 
to enhance student learning and spiritual growth based on the WELS 
Teaching Standards. The WELS MDP is being rolled out synod wide 
during the 2018–2019 school year. This sectional will walk teachers 
and administrators through the process of developing MDPs for teacher 
growth and student learning.

Tom Plitzuweit serves as the associated director for the Commission on 
Lutheran Schools (CLS). He also serves as the executive director for 
WELS School Accreditation (WELSSA). Prior to serving at CLS, Tom 
served as principal and teacher at St. Paul’s, Plymouth, Nebraska.

WELS Teaching Standards: All 10
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to all grade levels
Categories: General, Administration



 10

Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A08 or B08 ... Connecting With Kids Through Art  
Megan Schable

This session will show how to incorporate art and 
art history by making it relevant to the students. We 
will go over strategies on how to “sneak in” art with 
other subjects when time does not permit a whole 
class period dedicated to the arts. We will use art 
to address topics such as self-esteem, jealousy, 
loneliness, fear, cross subject interests, and how to 
encourage students to participate, have insights, 
make connections, and practice critical thinking. 
Examples of art projects and topic/subject-related 
material will be given.

Megan Schable majored in studio arts and liberal 
arts at Bethany Lutheran College. She is a freelance 
artist in the media arts, painting, and quilting while 
being a stay-at-home mom for her seven children. 
Megan also teaches eighth-grade art at  
Christ-St. Peter, Milwaukee.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 3, 7
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to grades 4-8
Category: Art

A09 or B09 ... Incorporating Art History in  
Art Class 
Debbie Spriggs

Would you like some tried and tested projects 
and resources to help incorporate art history as 
well as other content areas into your art classes? 
This sectional will provide ready-to-incorporate 
suggestions for middle- to upper-grade classrooms.

Debbie currently teaches art in grades 5-8 at 
Peace, Hartford, and has 17 years of experience 
incorporating art history in the middle and upper 
grades in a Lutheran elementary school setting.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 7
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 3-8
Category: Art

A10 or B10 ... Upper Grade PE Curriculum to Prepare 
for High School 
Seth Jaeger

This sectional will give educators the opportunity to  
discuss good practices in physical education in the 
upper-grade classroom. Ideas will also be shared to help 
teachers prepare students for their high school physical 
education experience.

Seth Jaeger served for four years teaching grades 5-8 at 
St. Paul’s, Bloomer. He has served the past eight years as 
the physical education department chair at Winnebago 
Lutheran Academy, Fond du Lac.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 4, 10
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 5-8
Category: Athletics/PE

A11 or B11 .... Finding Answers for Students With 
Emotional Behaviors 
Stephanie Rosenow

Students with large disruptive behaviors can turn a 
classroom upside down in a heartbeat. However, behaviors 
don’t have to be unpredictable. In this sectional, you will 
find strategies to not only find out why behaviors are 
happening in the first place but also learn how to prevent 
these behaviors from happening in the future. All students 
want to learn; all they need is someone who can teach them 
the skills to be learners.

Stephanie Rosenow was first called to teach grades 1-8 in 
a small town in Minnesota. After she married, she moved 
to Milwaukee and began to pursue her degree in special 
education with an emphasis in emotional behavioral 
disabilities. She has taught in special education for the last 
five years, dealing with a variety of disabilities but tending 
more toward students with large emotional problems. 
Stephanie currently works at St. Marcus, Milwaukee, in the 
middle school special education program.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 3, 4, 5
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to grades 1-8
Categories: Exceptional Ed., Mgmt./Motivational
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

REGISTER ONLINE AT WLSTC.ORG

A12 or B12 .... Using Playful Transitions to Manage Your Classroom 
for You 
Molly Brooks

Getting from point A to point B with preschool children can be a total 
headache . . . or it can be another opportunity for FUN! Together we will 
discuss why transitions in preschool classrooms are vital to your classroom 
management, and you will walk away with simple and practical ideas to 
put into action in your classroom right away!

Molly Brooks graduated from MLC in 2014 with an early childhood 
education degree. She is currently serving as the director at Lambs of 
Christ Learning Center, Pewaukee. She lives in Wauwatosa with her 
husband, Ethan.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 4
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to early childhood
Categories: Early Childhood, Exceptional Education

A13 or B13 .... Math in the Early Childhood Classroom 
Lisa Carlson and Sue Riediger

Come and explore the math concepts of number sense, counting, number 
operations, patterning, shapes, and spatial relationships. In this sectional, 
we will show you how to enhance these concepts that you are already 
teaching. Ideas and handouts will be presented for you to take back to 
your classroom to start using right away. Both presenters took a class at the 
local CESA#4 that studied the book Big Ideas of Early Mathematics. Ideas 
learned from this class will be shared.

Lisa Carlson has taught in the early childhood field for 25 years. Currently 
Lisa is teaching at Good Shepherd Little Lamb Preschool, Holmen.

Sue Riediger entered the world of early childhood in the early 90s when 
she helped start a preschool in Pennsylvania. She is currently teaching 
preschool at Christ St. John’s, West Salem.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to early childhood
Categories: Early Childhood, Math
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A14 or B14 .... Learning Centers in the Classroom 
Rachel Grambsch 

This sectional will inform you on all things learning centers: how to set up 
centers, how to use centers to facilitate learning, and also different kinds 
of centers. Everyone has students who absorb everything that’s put in front 
of them, but there are also students who struggle. It may take not one, not 
two, but many times of reviewing the same concepts before they catch on. 
Because of this, you, the teacher, juggle students of all levels. How do you 
plan for all of these levels? Learning centers are the solution.

Rachel Grambsch is a 1997 graduate of MLC. After staying home to raise 
her children and subbing in the public schools, she taught K4 for two years 
and is now teaching kindergarten. She is always looking for new ways to 
differentiate and engage her students, get away from paper and pencil 
work, and make learning fun.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 3, 8
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to grades K4-2
Categories: General, Math

A15 or B15 .... Early Childhood: A Roundtable and More! 
Cindi Holman

One of the things we crave as early childhood educators is time to share 
with one another and learn from one another about how best to serve 
young children. In this sectional, we’ll do the following: take some time  
for roundtable-type discussions, hear what resources are available from 
the Commission on Lutheran Schools (CLS) and others, and be able to 
share what resources you are looking for in your early childhood ministry. 
Who is out there to help you? What is out there to help you? How can you 
help others? Come spend some time together supporting, encouraging, 
and learning!

Cindi Holman currently serves as the WELS national early childhood 
coordinator with the CLS. She has a master’s degree in early childhood and 
over 30 years of experience. In her current role, she is eager to connect 
early childhood educators with resources and other educators as they seek 
to share the precious gospel with young children and their families.

WELS Teaching Standard: 10
Audience Participation Level: High
Applies to early childhood
Category: Early Childhood
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A16 or B16 ... The Power of Play 
Professor Jennifer Mehlberg

Play is indeed POWERFUL! The benefits of play 
are so numerous. In this sectional, we will discuss 
the importance of play for young children’s 
development. We will discover interaction 
strategies that adults can utilize to increase the 
effectiveness of that play. We will evaluate 
components of a learning environment that 
promotes mature play for children.

Jennifer Mehlberg graduated from MLC in 2007 
and earned her master’s degree in early childhood 
education from Concordia University in 2015. She 
currently teaches early childhood courses at MLC 
and also serves as a supervising professor for 
ECE student teachers at the MLC Early Childhood 
Learning Center.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 3
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to early childhood
Category: Early Childhood

A17 or B17 .... Roth Planning Techniques 
Verlyn Hahn, CFP, and  
Kelly Hahn, ChFC

Roth IRA and Roth 403b planning techniques will 
be discussed, as well as applications that can affect 
your retirement future. We will also review the 
Shepherd Plan capabilities and the minister of the 
gospel provisions.

Verlyn and Kelly Hahn, along with their team at 
Hahn Financial Group, Inc., serve as advisers for 
the WELS Shepherd Plan.

Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to all called workers
Category: Mgmt/Motivational

A18 or B18 ... Poverty and Education: What Being 
Poor Does to a Student’s Brain 
Dan Johnson

How does growing up in poverty affect child 
development? How can WELS teachers mitigate these 
effects? What are some tips and success stories to 
succeeding in this challenging and rewarding ministry? 
Come to this sectional to find out.

Dan Johnson is the middle school language arts teacher 
at Mt. Lebanon, Milwaukee. He has eight years of 
experience in teaching in high poverty schools.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 3, 5
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to all grade levels
Categories: General, Management/Motivational

A19 or B19 ... Whole Brain Teaching 
Paul Patterson

Learn the seven powerful teaching techniques pioneered 
by Chris Biffle and used by thousands of teachers and 
students in 150 countries. Transform your classroom 
with strategies that complement student brain function. 
BONUS: Learn brain structure and research nuggets  
that will strengthen the procedures and processes in  
your classroom.

Paul Patterson currently serves as the principal of 
Wisconsin Lutheran School, Racine. He graduated from 
DMLC and received a Master of Education from Cardinal 
Stritch University. Paul has served on the program 
committees of local teacher conferences and the state 
teachers’ conference. This topic was the subject of the 
middle school’s PLC in the 2016–2017 school year.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 4, 5
Audience Participation Level: High
Applies to grades 3-8
Categories: General, Science, Mgmt/Motivational

REGISTER EARLY 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 17!
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A20 or B20 ... The Educational Pastor’s Role in Your School: 
Teachers, Principal, and Pastor Functioning Together in Their 
Ministry Team 
Fred Uttech

An active congregation with a healthy school ministry has a well-
functioning ministry team that includes teachers, principal, and the pastor. 
The time in this sectional will be spent reviewing the strengths and the 
overall focus of a healthy ministry team. Participants will be involved in 
laying down the foundational principles as we review the structure of a 
healthy team. There will be a thorough discussion about the tools needed 
to foster a healthy ministry team. Participants are asked to bring their ideas, 
thoughts, and concerns about how to establish, augment, or improve a 
ministry team in their school that includes their pastor.

Fred Uttech serves as the school administrator at St. Mark’s, Watertown. 
He holds a master’s degree in educational leadership from Silver Lake 
College, and his work as a principal over the past 40 years has provided 
him with many real-life experiences in the team ministry.

WELS Teaching Standards: 6, 9, 10
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to all grade levels
Category: Administration

 A21 or B21 ... New Picture Books! A Topical Approach 
Professor Jonathan Roux

Come and explore new (and a few classics) picture books! Books will 
be shared for academic areas, special events, and holidays, as well as 
character and social-emotional development ideas in your classroom. 
(Note that this is a new presentation, not a repeat from 2017.)

Jonathan Roux, professor of education at MLC since 2008, has taught 
courses in children’s literature, teaching language arts, teaching reading, 
reading in the content areas, teaching social studies, and teaching religion. 
In 2017 he received the Minnesota Literacy Leader Award from the 
Minnesota Reading Association.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 10
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to all grade levels (with special emphasis on early 
childhood and grades 1-4)
Categories: Language Arts, Early Childhood

Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM
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A22 or B22 ... Children of the Light Books and Study 
Guide 
Mary I. Schmal and Leanne R. Ross

Are you looking for a unique novel study? This new book 
series follows nine children who embrace the nine fruits of 
the Spirit of Galatians chapter 5. Readers learn about life 
at a remote island lighthouse. Concerns in the late 19th 
century parallel children’s concerns of today. Book 1 
focuses on love. Book 2 focuses on joy and peace. Study 
guides with questions and activities focus the learning.

Mary Schmal, author, and Leanne Ross, illustrator, are 
veteran elementary and high school teachers who have 
collaborated on the new Children of the Light series. 
Through their books they hope to increase the awareness 
of God’s free spiritual gifts known as fruit of the Spirit.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to grades 5 and up
Categories: General, Social Studies, Language 
Arts, Art, Religion/Spiritual Growth

A23 or B23 ... The NaNoWriMo Semester—A Novel 
Approach to Creative Writing 
Benjamin Springer

National Novel Writing Month sets an ambitious 
goal—pen a novel in one month. How can such a 
goal be met in a classroom that also has to balance 
eight other subjects along with an endless barrage of 
extracurriculars and interruptions? The presenter will 
speak from over a decade of experience about the 
pros and cons of NaNoWriMo and lead discussion on 
strategies for its successful use.

Benjamin Springer is privileged to serve as assistant 
principal and teacher of grades 5-6 at St. Paul’s, Ixonia. 
He has been teaching for 11 years and is currently 
pursuing his doctorate in educational leadership.

WELS Teaching Standards: 4, 8
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 5-8
Categories: Technology, Language Arts

Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A24 or B24 ... Changing “I Can’t” into “I’ll Try” 
Andrew Baxter

Growth mind-set is a critical concept that all educational 
stakeholders must embrace. This begins by examining 
our own thoughts and tendencies. We will take a look 
at how to get ourselves personally engaged in growth. 
The sectional will conclude by looking at how we can 
expand this momentum to other staff, our students, and 
the school community.

Andrew Baxter is in his second year as the principal 
of Saint Lucas, Milwaukee. Prior to becoming the 
principal, Andrew was the middle school STEM and 
social studies teacher at Saint Lucas for five years. 
Andrew is a 2005 graduate of WLC. Over the past 
several years, Saint Lucas has prioritized data-driven 
instruction and STEM learning.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 6
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to all grade levels, administration
Categories: Administration, Mgmt/Motivational

A25 or B25 ... Building School Community Through 
Cross-Age Activities 
Heidi Schone and Kelly Schreiner

Looking for ways to boost your school culture and 
community? Try cross-age activities! Come to this 
sectional to learn how you can build a program to 
foster positive relationships between students of all 
ages. This presentation will include the basic framework 
for this type of program and specific activity ideas that 
you can use.

Heidi Schone teaches fifth grade and grades 5-8 
Spanish at Mount Olive, Appleton. 

Kelly Schreiner taught kindergarten at Mount Olive, 
Appleton, for four years.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 5
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to all grade levels
Category: General
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A26 or B26 ... Planting the Seeds of Algebraic Thinking in 
Elementary Math 
Jen Szydlik

Children in elementary grades can learn arithmetic in powerful ways that 
focus on big unifying mathematical ideas: equality as balance, arithmetic 
as structured, and mathematics as problem solving and sense making. 
These ideas connect arithmetic to algebra and pave a path to future 
algebraic thinking. In this hands-on sectional, the presenter will share both 
inspiring research and practical activities that will help you build on your 
students’ thinking and focus on those big ideas.

Jen Szydlik is a mathematics educator at UW-Oshkosh, where she teaches 
hands-on mathematics courses for prospective teachers. Her students 
describe her teaching as influential, challenging, effective, and inspiring. 
She has earned numerous awards including the 2010 UW System Board 
of Regents Teaching Excellence Award.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 2, 4, 7
Audience Participation Level: High
Applies to all grade levels
Category: Math

A27 or B27 ... How the Brain Learns Mathematics 
Dr. Cindy Whaley

God has created each brain in a unique way. As teachers, it is critical for 
us to know how the brain works. Having this knowledge will help us to 
plan, instruct, and assess our students and our teaching more effectively. 
This sectional will focus primarily on the brain and mathematics—the 
science of patterns.

Dr. Cindy Whaley is a professor of education and teaches literacy, 
assessment, and curriculum courses at both the undergraduate and 
graduate levels at MLC. She is the licensure officer and also works 
with both undergraduates during their literacy clinical experiences and 
postbaccalaureate teachers in their professional experiences.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 3, 4, 7, 8
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to all grade levels
Category: Math
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A28 or B28 ... Junior Choir Music Throughout the Church Year for 
Adolescent Voices 
Lisa Uttech

Choosing appropriate repertoire for changing adolescent voices can be a 
challenging task! Vocal changes are a natural part of human development 
and vocal maturation; however, if young singers are not supported and 
encouraged during these transitional stages (and taught to be patient with 
their voices), their confidence often diminishes and they stop singing. This 
sectional addresses these changes and presents vocal literature for use 
throughout the church year that will engage your students and set them up 
for successful singing.

Lisa Uttech serves as the director of parish music at Christ the Lord, 
Brookfield, and is a 2002 graduate of MLC. Besides serving as a teacher 
and church music coordinator, Lisa maintained a reputable private 
voice studio for 12 years and also taught voice lessons at Pewaukee 
High School from 2010 to 2018. Lisa currently teaches school music 
classes; directs the handbell, LES, Sunday school, and adult choirs; and 
coordinates the music for worship services.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 5-8
Category: Music

A29 or B29 ... Topical Lessons and Bible Study 
Scott Schmudlach

What is your religion curriculum philosophy? What materials are you 
currently using? This sectional will present ideas and materials for topical 
studies, Bible studies, and Bible history. Participants will also discuss 
and share how hymnology and church history are implemented into the 
religion curriculum.

Scott Schmudlach is in his 35th year of teaching in our WELS schools. He 
has taught upper grades at Bethany, Manitowoc; and Good Shepherd, 
Downers Grove, Illinois. Scott served for five years as a student teaching 
supervisor at MLC. Currently he teaches a course in teaching religion and 
serves as MLC’s VP of administration.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 4, 5, 7, 9
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 5-8
Category: Religion/Spiritual Growth
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A30 or B30 ... The Spiritually Militant Teacher 
Professor Earle Treptow

We are members of the church militant and have been called to fight. 
Those who have the privilege of teaching have also been called in a 
special way to prepare others to engage in that lifelong battle. We will 
take a close look at a section of Ephesians chapter 6 to see how the Lord 
equips us for the fight personally and enables us to prepare young people 
to stand firm in Christ.

Since January 2016, Earle Treptow has served on the faculty at Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary, where he teaches doctrine (systematic theology) and 
Old Testament and serves as vice president and interim academic dean. 
He had previously served as pastor at Zion, Denver, Colorado, and as 
president of the Nebraska District.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 5, 9
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to all grade levels
Category: Religion/Spiritual Growth

A31 or B31 .... “A Promise in Their Pockets”—Keynote Follow-Up 
Pastor David Wenzel

This sectional is a follow-up to the spiritual keynote. We will discuss 
practical ways to send our students home with “a promise in their pockets.” 
The sectional will offer opportunities for teachers to share what has worked 
or hasn’t worked for them.

Pastor Wenzel teaches Ephesians and Romans at Fox Valley Lutheran High 
School (FVL) and coaches girls basketball. He’s married to Deb (Bode), 
and God has blessed them with four children. Megan is a 2017 MLC 
grad and is a stay-at-home mom, Collin is a junior at Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary, Erin is a junior at MLC, and Eric graduated from FVL last May 
and is currently in Marine basic training in California.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 2, 5, 9
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to all grade levels
Categories: General, Religion/Spiritual Growth
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A32 or B32 ... Theology of the Cross 
Michael Willitz

Following the dissemination of his 95 Theses, Martin Luther was asked 
to familiarize the Augustinian Order of Germany with his theology by 
participating in a disputation at the city of Heidelburg in 1518. In this 
Heidelburg Disputation, Luther distinguished the “theologian of glory” from 
the “theologian of the cross.” What did he mean by this distinction? Is it 
biblical? And what does it say to us as teachers of the Word of God today?

Michael Willitz serves as pastor of Lord of Love, DeForest. He is a 
2013 graduate of Bethany Lutheran Theological Seminary in Mankato, 
Minnesota. Michael was married to Erica Babinec in August 2018.

WELS Teaching Standards: 4, 5
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to all grade levels
Categories: General, Religion/Spiritual Growth

A33 or B33 ... Controversial Topics in Science for Christians 
Gregory T. Diersen

The presenter will overview several controversial topics in science that 
Christians often struggle with or have a different stance on than the culture 
in which we live. Beginning with sand fracturing (fracking) for oil and gas, 
genetically modified organisms, and life issues as examples, additional 
topics will be introduced that show up in our society and classrooms. The 
presenter will give some background information and pose questions for 
Christians to think through on topics that you may have seen in headlines or 
social media posts. Participants will be able to use these topics as starting 
points for strengthening the faith of others or as evangelism opportunities.

Gregory Diersen was assigned to Great Plains Lutheran High School 
(23 students in grades 9 and 10) in 1996. He spent over 16 years there 
and taught all sciences. Gregory has been at MLC since 2012, teaching 
courses in life sciences and science education. He and his wife, Kelly 
(Krahn), have four children and one son-in-law.

WELS Teaching Standard: 1
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to all grade levels
Category: Science

Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM
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A34 or B34 ... Enhancing Classroom Talk 
Professor Larry Czer

In this interactive sectional, the attendee will come away with rationale on 
why classroom talk is important and will practice several discussion and 
talk strategies that can be immediately implemented into the classroom.

Larry Czer has taught English at MLC for 26 years, serves as the English 
department chair, and teaches the secondary communication arts 
and literature methods course. He has presented numerous times on 
communicating across the curriculum, writing pedagogy, the role of 
grammar, and language arts topics.

WELS Teaching Standards: 3, 4, 6
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 5-8
Categories: General, Social Studies, Language Arts, Religion/
Spiritual Growth

A35 or B35 ... Engaging All Students: Inclusive Practices and the 
Social Studies Curriculum 
Dr. Kari A. Muente

WELS classrooms are becoming more academically diverse. Teachers 
struggle in addressing the various abilities students bring to the learning 
process, feeling inadequately prepared to design lessons around 
appropriate inclusive strategies. Although applicable to all subjects, this 
social studies-centered session will assist attendees in recognizing the 
curriculum challenges facing today’s students; will show how, as curriculum 
designers, teachers impact those challenges; and finally, will engage 
attendees in research-based instructional strategies designed to ensure all 
students have equal curriculum access.

Dr. Muente serves as a professor of social studies/history at MLC. She 
earned a PhD in learning, teaching, and curriculum with an emphasis 
in social studies education from the University of Missouri. Her research 
focuses on curriculum and instruction in the areas of inclusive education 
and culturally responsive teaching practices.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 3-8
Categories: General, Technology, Social Studies, Exceptional 
Education, Management/Motivational

Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A36 or B36 ... Chromebooks and 21st-Century 
Learning 
John Dorn

With the tools we have in front of us, we can make 
learning relevant and empower our students to take 
control, get curious, and create.

John Dorn has 26 years of service in the public ministry 
and is always looking to learn new things to make 
education relevant for students. He has served at  
Illinois Lutheran Schools the last ten years as their 
technology coordinator. 

WELS Teaching Standards: 3, 5, 7
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 5-8
Categories: General, Technology

A37 or B37 ... The New and Improved Google Sites 
Kurt Gosdeck

Google has an improved version of Google Sites. An 
outstanding website is essential to communicate with 
parents or the community. Teachers may create a site to 
use as a student portfolio or for project-based learning. 
Come ready to create a new website using the new 
and improved version of Google Sites. You will have 
yours up and running within an hour! Please bring a 
Chromebook, tablet, or notebook as you will be creating 
a website in this session.

Kurt Gosdeck serves as school technology director and 
fourth-grade teacher at St. Mark, Green Bay. He loves to 
integrate Google Suite for Education and other numerous 
technologies into curriculum. A regular presenter, he is 
a Google for Education certified trainer, educational 
technology consultant, and loves training schools to use 
Google Apps for Education. Student learning is first. 
Technology is a tool to enhance student learning.

WELS Teaching Standards: 4, 6, 7
Audience Participation Level: High
Applies to all grade levels
Category: Technology

A38 or B38 ... Coding and Creating for Kids 
Chris Luebke

In this sectional, we will be looking at some easy, 
low-cost ways to get students coding. We will look at 
and play with block coding using Scratch, MIT App 
Inventor, and MakeCode. Coding is fun and engaging 
for many students.

Chris Luebke is serving his third year as a teacher 
at Saint Lucas, Milwaukee. He teaches tech class to 
departmentalized middle school. He focuses on making 
learning how to code fun.

WELS Teaching Standard: 3
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 1-8
Category: Technology
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Thursday Single A Sectionals
1:30–2:30 PM

A39 ... Building a Sustainable Team Culture 
Jenilee Voss

“The grass is always greener on the other side.” This 
saying seems to have permeated society, creating a 
never-satisfied, always-looking-for-the-next-best-thing 
culture. Unfortunately our school sports and programs 
can be caught in the crossfire. Club sports are greener; 
other schools and programs are greener; specializing 
in sports is greener. Eventually we feel like all we have 
to offer is a dead, weed-infested plot of dirt. But what if 
we start to shift the mind-set to be: “The grass is greenest 
where you water it”? By thinking about what you and 
your program stand for and laying clear expectations, 
you can start to create buy-in and a powerful sense of 
team spirit and culture that permeates throughout your 
team, bringing life to your program and school. Join us 
as we talk about building a sustainable team culture that 
will help create experiences students can’t wait to be a 
part of!

Jenilee Voss is the current head volleyball coach at 
WLC. Her husband, Aaron, is pastor at Living Water, 
Wind Lake. Prior to WLC, she was the business director 
and coach at Michigan Elite Volleyball Academy 
(nation’s largest volleyball club) and coached at Notre 
Dame Prep, capturing the state title in 2013. She was a 
volleyball student-athlete at Michigan State University 
and earned a bachelor’s in marketing, master’s in sports 
administration, and AVCA All-American and Co-SIDA 
Academic All-American honors.

WELS Teaching Standards: 5, 10
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 5-8
Categories: Athletics/PE, Administration

A40 ... Number Talks 
Nate Dittrich

“Number Talks are the perfect start to any math class. 
In a really short span of time, teachers can provide 
students with some of the greatest opportunities—they 
can change their view of mathematics; teach them 
number sense; help them develop mental math skills; 
and, at the same time, engage them in creative, open 
mathematics.”—Jo Boaler

Nate Dittrich is a redeemed child of God, husband, 
father of three, and currently teaches grades 6-8 at 
Immanuel, Medford. He is originally from Phoenix, 
Arizona, and has grown to love coaching volleyball.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 3, 4
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 3-8
Category: Math

 

A41 ... STEM for K-8 
Andrew Willems

Come willing to learn and to share! This will be a three-
fold presentation:

• How to infuse STEM into your already great 
curriculum.

• How to get started on a STEM curriculum for 
cheap.

• Introducing Project Lead the Way Launch and 
Gateway curriculum. 

Drew Willems is the technology director at Lakeside 
Lutheran High School and teaches computer science 
and engineering classes. He has been active with 
planning in-service as well as presenting at various 
curriculum conferences throughout Wisconsin. His 
presentation topics are based on research as well as his 
experiences in WELS classrooms, observations of other 
schools, and educational events he has attended.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 3, 4, 7, 9, 10
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to grades K-8
Categories: Technology, Science, Administration
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Thursday Single B Sectional
2:45–3:45 PM

B41 .... The Reality of Virtual Reality 
Andrew Willems

Virtual Reality (VR) is poised to be the next big thing. 
Period. Not just in school, but in all of society. It will 
disrupt how we work, learn, and play. The price is 
falling, and within a few years VR will be affordable 
for classroom purchase. Come and see what VR is, 
play with it, and imagine teaching with it. Google 
Cardboard and cell phones will be provided for up 
to 40 participants to learn with. Also, there may be 
another virtual reality educational tool available, 
depending on vendor support.

Drew Willems is the technology director at Lakeside 
Lutheran High School and teaches computer science and 
engineering classes. He has been active with planning 
in-service as well as presenting at various curriculum 
conferences throughout Wisconsin. His presentation 
topics are based on research as well as his experiences 
in WELS classrooms, observations of other schools, and 
educational events he has attended.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10
Audience Participation Level: High
Applies to all grade levels
Categories: General, Technology, Early Childhood, 
Administration, Management/Motivational
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Special Professional Growth Presentation
FRIDAY, 9:00 AM

Harry and Rosemary are teachers and have spoken to over one million 
educators worldwide. They are the authors of the bestselling book in 
education worldwide, The First Days of School: How to Become an Effective 
Teacher, with more than four million 
copies sold. Harry is the recipient 
of the Horace Mann Outstanding 
Educator Award and the only 
recipient of the Lifetime Achievement 
Recognition from the National 
Teachers Hall of Fame. Rosemary 
received the Distinguished Alumnus 
Award from the School of Education 
at Southeastern Louisiana University 
and Louisiana State University.

They were nominated for the Brock International Prize in Education and 
are the recognized leaders in the development of effective teachers. They 
have influenced the lives of hundreds of thousands of teachers, have helped 
transform thousands of schools into effective schools, and have built and 
sustain a school in the jungles of Cambodia.

HARRY AND ROSEMARY WONG
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Special Professional Growth Presentation
FRIDAY, 9:00 AM

A native of Denver, William Martinez earned his bachelor’s degree in 
musical theatre from the University of Northern Colorado. After graduation 
he moved to Los Angeles to pursue his acting/
singing career. He has stayed in LA to enjoy the 
sunshine ever since! He is currently touring the 
educational market with his presentation SIGNing 
the Song: You Have Changed My Life, inspiring 
teachers to remember how incredible their impact is 
on their students. 

SIGNing the Song combines American Sign 
Language (ASL) with song and shares William’s 
inspirational story of growing up in a deaf 
household, discovering music, and celebrating the massive impact that 
one teacher had on his life. He also introduces how ASL in the classroom 
can create a new and effective way for teachers to communicate with their 
students. William is extremely honored to have SIGNing the Song be the 
DVD companion to one of the most successful educational books on the 
market: The First Days of School: How to Become an Effective Teacher (Fifth 
Edition) by Harry and Rosemary Wong, released Spring 2018.

In addition to his speaking engagements, William is also a professional 
actor/singer with many impressive credits under his belt. He loves to give 
back to the community by performing for elementary school kids with 
Musical Theatre West, Musical Theatre Guild, and New West Symphony. 
William thanks his wonderful family for their endless love and support.

AND SPECIAL GUEST WILLIAM MARTINEZ

CONT.
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WLSTC Elections
VOTE FOR EXECUTIVE AND PROGRAM COMMITTEE MEMBERS DURING ONLINE REGISTRATION: WLSTC.ORG

After you have chosen your sectionals, please vote for WLSTC Executive and Program 
Committee members. This year you will elect a new WLSTC vice president and treasurer. You 
will also elect one new female and two new males to the program committee. 

Please read the biographies below and select your nominees on the “ELECTIONS” tab 
during registration. Election results will be announced at the conference. 

WLSTC VICE PRESIDENT (VOTE FOR ONE)

Jeff Roloff
Jeff has been blessed to serve our Lord by guiding his lambs for 31 years. He is blessed with 
a tremendous family: Sarah, their three children, and two (soon-to-be three) grandchildren. 
Jeff began his ministry at Evergreen Lutheran High School as dorm supervisor, instructor, 
and coach. He then moved to Bethany, Manitowoc, where he served as a teacher, athletic 
director, learning coordinator, and vice principal. He and his family then moved to Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, where he served as principal, teacher, and staff minister. Jeff accepted 
a call to Great Plains Lutheran High School in Watertown, South Dakota, where he was 
privileged to be athletic director, teacher, and coach. He presently serves at St. Jacobi, 
Greenfield. Jeff loves Lutheran education and would love to serve our conference.

Troy Yerks 
Troy graduated from DMLC in 1986 and was assigned to Trinity, Brillion. There he taught 
grades 5-7 for two years and returned to school in Arizona. While awaiting a return call 
into the ministry, he taught in Casa Grande Elementary and the Kyrene Elementary School 
Districts. He acquired a master’s degree from Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, Arizona. 
He has taught at Divine Grace, Lake Orion, Michigan; served as staff minister at Trinity, Bay 
City, Michigan; and taught at Christ-St. Peter, Milwaukee. Troy is currently serving at Salem, 
Milwaukee, where he is teaching third grade, directing choir, and serving as one of the 
organists. A special treat is being able to adjunct at Wisconsin Lutheran College in Adult and 
Graduate Studies. He and his wife, Cathy (Sechrist), have three grown children (two of whom 
are married) and a Great Dane! 

CELEBRATING AN ANNIVERSARY IN THE MINISTRY?
 

Be sure to register early so we can include your name in the conference program.  
Note your 25th or 40th anniversary during registration.

http://wlstc.org
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WLSTC TREASURER (VOTE FOR ONE)

Nathan Gartner
Nathan is currently the eighth-grade teacher and athletic director at Mount Olive, Appleton. In February, he 
will have finished his two-year term as treasurer of the Northern Wisconsin Teacher District. In his free time 
Nathan enjoys spending time with his family—wife, Lauren, and son, Jax—and watching any and all sports.

Tom Rosenow
Tom is entering his tenth year of public ministry as a principal and teacher, having served in Pigeon, 
Michigan, and currently serving the saints in Bloomer. He has a passion for educational technology and 
enjoys reading, refereeing soccer, and spending time with his wife and daughters. 

Tim Zunker (Incumbent)
Tim graduated from DMLC in May of 1993. He was assigned to Faith, Fond du Lac, to teach grades 5-6. He 
has been an AD for a number of those years and some years as principal. He currently is in his 26th year at 
Faith and teaches sixth grade and coaches soccer and basketball. He has been married to his wife, Shari, 
for 22 years and has a family of five children. He has been serving as treasurer for the conference for a 
number of years and is happy to continue to serve in this role.

FEMALE PROGRAM COMMITTEE (VOTE FOR ONE)

Stacy Bitter
Stacy currently serves as the director of curriculum and instruction at St. John’s, Milwaukee. She graduated 
from DMLC in 1994 and is currently enrolled in a master’s program at WLC. She has worked as a 
preschool teacher and director and kindergarten teacher. Stacy is married to David and has three children: 
Ben (21), Jacob (20), and Sarah (16). She enjoys anything outside (running, walking, biking), kickboxing, 
and reading.

Amy Larson 
Amy graduated in 1990 from DMLC. She has taught for 20 years and is currently teaching grades 1-2 at 
Riverview, Appleton. She is a wife and mother of three. Amy is passionate about best practices in education. 

Jenise Nolte 
Jenise has been teaching middle grades at Riverview, Appleton, since 2010. She also serves as the school 
music coordinator and enjoys directing plays and musicals. Jenise previously taught at her alma mater, 
Manitowoc Lutheran High School. She has led several WLSTC sectionals about art and has taught art 
camps both in Appleton and Bradenton, Florida. She is married to Nathan, who teaches at Fox Valley 
Lutheran High School. They have three children. 

Alyssa Stuebs 
Alyssa received a bachelor of science in education and a bachelor of arts in parish music from Martin 
Luther College. In May 2016, she was assigned to teach kindergarten and first grade at Lord and Savior, 
Crystal Lake, Illinois. She serves as the secretary of the Lake Lutheran Teacher’s Conference and technology 
coordinator at her church and school. Alyssa’s professional interests focus on neurological development in 
children and collaborating with teachers from around the world.

WLSTC Elections
VOTE FOR EXECUTIVE AND PROGRAM COMMITTEE MEMBERS DURING ONLINE REGISTRATION: WLSTC.ORG

CONT.

http://wlstc.org
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MALE PROGRAM COMMITTEE (VOTE FOR TWO)

Matt Nottling (Incumbent) 
Matt Nottling currently serves as eighth-grade homeroom teacher and athletic director at St. 
Mark’s, Watertown. He has taught classes from second to eighth grade during his time at St. 
Mark’s. Matt and his wife, Erin (Czer), married in 2005. Both graduated from MLC in 2006, 
with Erin receiving an assignment to teach Spanish and coach volleyball at Luther Prep in 
Watertown and Matt to teach at St. Mark’s. They currently live on the LPS campus with their 
five children: Gabriel (11), Levi (9), Annika (6), Jude (4), and Asher (2). Both Matt and Erin 
have been blessed to continue teaching while raising their family.

Jeff Roloff
Jeff has been blessed to serve our Lord by guiding his lambs for 31 years. He is blessed with 
a tremendous family: Sarah, their three children, and two (soon-to-be three) grandchildren. 
Jeff began his ministry at Evergreen Lutheran High School as dorm supervisor, instructor, 
and coach. He then moved to Bethany, Manitowoc, where he served as a teacher, athletic 
director, learning coordinator, and vice principal. He and his family then moved to Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, where he served as principal, teacher, and staff minister. Jeff accepted 
a call to Great Plains Lutheran High School in Watertown, South Dakota, where he was 
privileged to be athletic director, teacher, and coach. He presently serves at St. Jacobi, 
Greenfield. Jeff loves Lutheran education and would love to serve our conference.

Craig Winkler (Incumbent)
Craig received his bachelor’s degree from DMLC in 1979, his Wisconsin State Teaching 
license in 1992, and MLC’s master’s degree in curriculum and instruction in 2010. He has 
served King of Kings, California, and First Lutheran, Green Bay. Currently, in his 24th year at 
St. Peter’s, Helenville, he teaches grades 7-8 and serves as principal and athletic director. 
He has also helped plan youth rallies. He has served on the Western Wisconsin District’s 
adult discipleship committee. He and his wife, Wendy, have been blessed with 37 years of 
marriage, four children, and two grandchildren. He and Wendy enjoy hiking in the Rockies 
and golfing.

WLSTC Elections
VOTE FOR EXECUTIVE AND PROGRAM COMMITTEE MEMBERS DURING ONLINE REGISTRATION: WLSTC.ORG

CONT.

http://wlstc.org





